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Sharada Desh 

 

Sharada Peeth, the ancient centre of learning.  

Kashmir was known as Sharada Desh. 

 



Sharada Devi 

नमसे्त शारदे देवी काश्मीरपुरवासिसन 

त्वामहं प्रार्थये सनतं्य सवद्यादानं च देसह मे ॥ 

I bow to you, O Goddess Sharada, the goddess 

of knowledge, who dwells in Kashmir! I pray to 

you, bestow upon me, the gift of knowledge! 

 
Devi Sharada in Kashmiri peherav  



Sharada Devotees 

Kashmir produced some of the best pieces of 

literature in India. When Al-Beruni came to India 

with Muhammad Ghazni, he noted with 

astonishment – India has thousands of books 

written in Sharada Script. The literature of 

Kashmir includes - 

Ashwaghosha’s Buddha Charita of 2
nd

 century is 

a Sanskrit Mahakavya. Adi Shankara wrote his 

famous Soundarya Lahari when he visited 

Kashmir in 8
th

 century. Kalhana’s Rajatarangini of 

12
th

 Century is the history of Kashmir.  

And, Somadeva’s KathaSaritSagar, 11
th

 Century. 

The stories of Vikram & Vetal, Sinhasan Battishi 

and the stories of Panchatantra are some of the 

stories from KathaSaritSagar.  

 

 

 



Sharada Script 

 

The Bakshali Manuscript written in Sharada 

script. Is dated to 2nd / 3rd century CE. It was 

found in Bakshali, near Peshawar.  

It is noted for its use of Zero as in 10, 100, 1,000.  

This document possibly served as a workbook to 

learn mathematics.  

This document has mathematical problems 

possibly used as a workbook for teaching 

Mathematics.  

  



Kashmir in Stone Age  

 

Burzahom, Gufkral are two of the many Neolithic 

sites of Kashmir.  Seen here are the Megaliths of 

Burzahom. The Stone Age man lived in small 

circular pit houses, covered by thatched roof.   

A 7000 year old carving of two suns or rather 

two moons was excavated at Burzahom. It is 

considered to be a record of a Supernova event. 

 



Kashmir in Ancient Literature  

Neelmat Purana says, Sage Kashyap founded 

Kashmir valley by emptying a lake. 

Rajatarangini, the historical account, tells that 

Gonanda Dynasty ruled over Kashmir for a long 

duration since ancient times.  

According to Greek records, King Abhisaras ruled 

Kashmir, in 4
th

 Century BCE. 

 



4
th

 – 2
nd

 Century BCE | Maurya Empire 

 

In the 4
th

 century BCE, Kashmir became a part of 

the vast kingdom of Chandragupta Maurya. As a 

prince, Samrat Ashoka, the grandson of 

Chandragupta, governed Kashmir from Taxila 

(Takshashila).  

Ashoka’s rock edicts are seen today at 

Shahbazagadhi and Mansar beyond Kashmir.   



1
st
-3

rd
 Century CE | Kushan Empire 

In the 2
nd

 century of the current era, Kushan king, 

Kanishka ruled Kashmir. He called himself Shaho-

nano-Shaho – The King of kings or the शेहेनशहा. 

He had built a huge Stupa on Buddha’s relics in 

Peshawar. It is popularly called Shahji-ki-Dheri.  

 

Seen here are ruins of Buddhist monastery at 

Kundalvana, near Srinagar. It was home to 

Emperor Kanishka’s 4
th

 Buddhist council. 

  



6
th

 – 8
th

 Century CE | Karkota Dynasty 

 

Lalitaditya Muktapida, was the greatest ruler of 

Karkota dynasty. He rule spanned parts of 

Central Asia, Afghanistan, Pakistan up to the 

shores of Bengal. He built new towns & grand 

temples of Shiva, Vishnu, Soorya & Buddha. 

 

 

 



Martand Mandir  

 

Seen here are the ruins of majestic Martand 

Mandir at Anantnag. This Sun Temple was built 

by Lalitaditya in the 8
th

 Century. Some 700 years 

later, in the 15
th

 century, troops of Sikandar 

Butshikan were demolishing this temple for one 

year but they could not raze it to the ground. 

But, many other temples were razed to the 

ground and they have disappeared from the 

landscape of Kashmir without leaving a trace. 

 

 



8
th

 - 10
th

 Century | Uttpala Dynasty 

 

The Shiva, Vishnu Temples of Avantipura were 

built by the Uttpala Dynasty, in the 9
th

 Century. 

These too were destroyed by Sikandar Butshikan, 

the iconoclast.  

 

  



10
th

 - 14
th

 Century | Lohara Dynasty  

Queen Didda of the Lohara dynasty was a 

descendent of a Hindu Shahi king. She ruled 

Kashmir for more than 40 years. Later kings of 

Lohara dynasty ruled Kashmir until 14
th

 century. 

In early 14
th

 century, Buddhist Rinchan came to 

rule Kashmir. After his death, his wife Kota Rani 

ruled Kashmir. Shahmir, a Muslim from Swat was 

one of Rinchan’s minister. Shahmir treacherously 

captured the kingdom from Kota Rani. The 

proud Queen committed suicide. This was the 

start of Islamic rule in Kashmir. 

  
“The Last Queen” by Rakesh Kaul 



14
th

 – 16
th

 century | Shahmir Kings 

This period saw ruthless rulers like Sikander, 

Saifuddin, Fateh Shah, Moosa Raina, Sultan 

Hassan Khan, Hyder Shah, Iftihar Khan, Azad 

Khan, Mir Hajjar Khan, and Subedar Assad Khan. 

Among them Sikander Butshikan destroyed 

about 300 Hindu temples. Sanskrit books and 

schools were burnt. And many a thousands were 

converted to Islam. 

Islamic foundation was laid by hundreds of 

Muslim preachers invited from Central Asia.  

 

  



16
th

 – 18
th

 century | Mughal Rule 

Mughals built the Shalimar, Mughal and  Nishat 

Gardens in Kashmir.  

 

Dara Shikoh, the the eldest son of Shah Jahan, 

translated 50 Upanishads to Persian. He used to 

study and meditate at the Pari-Mahal in Srinagar. 

He was killed by his younger brother Aurangzeb. 

After third battle of Panipat, Kashmir briefly 

came under the Afghan Durrani rule.  



1819 - 1947 | Sikh & Hindu Rule 

 

By 1819, Maharaja Ranjit Singh established his 

rule in Kashmir. He appointed Gulab Singh as the 

head of Kashmir. Later his son Ranbir Singh, 

opened many centres for teaching and studying 

Sanskrit, built libraries and re-established the 

values of Hindu life in Kashmir. A later king 

Pratap Singh was succeeded by Maharaja Hari 

Singh.  



Kashmir: 1947 

15 Aug 1947 – India gains independence. 

In October 1947 Pakistani tribes attacked state of 

Kashmir. Raja Hari Singh sought the help of 

India. India asked Hari Singh to sign Accession 

Treaty. Thus the princely state of Kashmir was 

united with India. 

Indian troops were dispatched to Kashmir. 

Pakistani forces were defeated.  

But before the lost territories could be 

recaptured, PM Nehru sought intervention from 

UN. As a result PoK aka “Pakistan Occupied 

Kashmir” was born.  

Soon Raja Hari Singh and Nehru appointed 

Sheikh Abdulla as the Prime Minister of J&K. 

(The title was corrected to Chief Minister only in 

1965) Article 370 was drafted and applied as a 

temporary provision.  



1961 – Pakistan handed over a part of PoK, to 

China.  

1962 – China captured Aksai-Chin area.  

1990 – Exodus of Hindus from Kashmir valley.  

1999 – Kargil war, India recaptures Siachen 

Glacier. 

2008 – Rohingya Muslim refugees from 

Myanmar settled in Jammu by the then UPA 

Govt.  

2012 - Congress Govt. plans to gift Siachen 

Glacier to Pakistan. Plan foiled by National 

Security Advisor. - India Today, 5 May 2012  

2012 - 208 temples damaged in Kashmir in last 

two decades: Kashmir govt – Hindustan Times, 4 

Oct 2012  

  



Kashmir In Hindi films  

 

Kashmir ki kali (1964), was a love story of Rajiv 

Lal and Champa. Rajiv owned an estate in 

Kashmir, and Champa was a flower seller. While 

Junglee (1961), was a love story of Prince 

Shekhar and a Kashmiri girl Rajkumari.  



Until the end of 80’s many a Hindi songs centred 

on happy Hindu families were set in Kashmir.  

From Jahangir’s popular words “अगर कही ंजन्नत है 

तो यही ं है, यही ं है, यही ं  है” to Anand Bakshi’s 1982 

song “सकतनी खुबिुरत यह तस्वीर है, यह काश्मीर है” 

describe the serene beauty of Kashmir. 

 

1992 onwards Kashmir became the setting for 

films based on terrorism. After the Hindus were 

driven out, it is terrorism that dwells in the 

Kashmir valley in reel life and in real life as well.   



Kashmir Today 

Sharada script is no longer taught in school. Few 

Kashmiris can read - write Sharada. The ruins of 

Sharada Peeth lie in PoK. Sharada devotees can 

no longer visit the temple.  

Kashmir is no longer a home to the Sharada 

devotees. No Sanskrit Pandits live in Kashmir. No 

Buddhist Monk lives in Kashmir. And no 

Shivbhakta lives in Kashmir.  

Terrorism and separatist movement has turned 

the Paradise into a hell.  

 
Stone Pelters, Kashmir 



Amarnath Yatra 

Many a Shivabhakta from outside Kashmir still 

visit the Amarnath Shrine once a year. 

Generations of Hindus have continued this yatra 

in spite of the natural calamities and terror 

lurking in the valley.  

 

Yatra conducted under the security of Army.   

 

 

 



 

 

Kashmir Ahead ... 

Post 2014, under the BJP govt. at the centre, 

attempts to restore peace in the valley are in 

progress. Rehabilitation of Hindus has begun, 

procedure to expel illegal immigrants are also in 

progress. But the way to the paradise is an 

excruciatingly long way ...  


